Oral health status and access to care in a rural area of India.
A study was carried out in two villages in a rural area of Andhra Pradesh, India, 150 kilometres south of the state capital, Hyderabad. Ninety-eight women and sixty-two men, age range 15-70 years, were interviewed and examined. Information gathered included socio-economic data, distance travelled outside the village and previous access to health care. Data were recorded on periodontal status using CPITN and full periodontal charting. Comparisons were made between male and female subjects for travel outwith the village, attendance at medical and dental health facilities, tooth cleaning methods and materials and prevalence of periodontal disease. There was a high prevalence of chronic inflammatory periodontal disease in this population, and most of this was untreated. In view of the difficulties in access to health care, it would be prudent to offer good preventive oral health care within the rural community.